Making a Thesis Essay Outline

1. Look over your research notes and decide how you would like to answer your THESIS QUESTION.  Your answer to this question is your THESIS STATEMENT.  It should either be: The internment of the Japanese in Canada during WWII was not justified. OR The internment of the Japanese in Canada during WWII was justified.  Record your thesis statement on your organizer under the Introduction heading.

2. Once you know your thesis statement you need to use your research notes to devise your three main arguments that will PROVE it.  Use three different coloured highlighters/pens/etc and try to group information that seems to work together (i.e. all statements that suggest the Japanese were not a threat to Canada). Record your three arguments in the appropriate boxes on your organizer.  The three you list as part of the introduction are the exact same you will list at the beginning of each body paragraph and the three you list in your conclusion.  Therefore, you should write each argument down on your organizer THREE times.

3. For each argument, you need THREE good pieces of evidence to support it.  You’ll find these in your research notes.  Evidence can be FACTS, EXAMPLES, or QUOTATIONS.  In each evidence box you should list a point (i.e. there was never any evidence of disloyalty on the part of the Japanese) and then a proof to back it up (i.e. a quotation from the RCMP stating that they never caught any Japanese spies).  If you can’t find three good pieces of evidence, your argument likely won’t be strong enough.
4. For the ANALYSIS, you need to make a clear connection between your evidence, your argument and your thesis.  Use a few sentences to link them all together. (i.e. Information from the RCMP, officials within the federal government and the government of British Columbia have all revealed that the Japanese in Canada did not at any time pose a threat to the Canadian people.  The fact that the Japanese were relocated and detained despite the lack of evidence demonstrating any wrongdoing is a clear indication that the Internment of the Japanese in Canada during WWII was unjust.)

DO YOUR BEST TO COMPLETE AS MUCH OF THE ORGANIZER AS POSSIBLE!!  I WILL ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ON MONDAY.
